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The state of our world according 
to Twitter

Between Two Worlds
A Study of First Peter

Today’s message: 1 Peter 2:13-17

The thread running from 2:4-3:7

God calls believers to be subject 
to civil authorities and use their 
freedom to serve others as a pub-
lic witness.

“Be subject to...”
1 Peter 2:13-14

To whom are we subject to?

Why?
• For the Lord’s sake
• They have authority to 

“punish” and “praise”

...as a public witness
1 Peter 2:15

Use freedom to serve others...
1 Peter 2:16

...as a public witness
1 Peter 2:17

A closer look at “Be subject to”
• What it can’t mean
• What it does mean

The example of Christ

The call to Hope Community

1 Peter 2:13–17 
13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake 
to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as 

supreme, 14 or to governors as 
sent by him to punish those who 
do evil and to praise those who do 

good. 15 For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you 
should put to silence the igno-
rance of foolish people. 16 Live 

as people who are free, not using 
your freedom as a cover-up for 

evil, but living as servants of God. 
17 Honor everyone. Love the brother-
hood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

1 Timothy 2:1–3 
1 I urge, then, first of all, that 
petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all 

people—2 for kings and all those 
in authority, that we may live peace-
ful and quiet lives in all godliness 

and holiness. 3 This is good, and 
pleases God our Savior.

James 4:7 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 

1 Peter 5:5 
5 In the same way, you who are 
younger, submit yourselves to 
your elders. 
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